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South* But they opposed to their adversaries only small and
poorly equipped armies and a clumsy police. The revolutionists
also profited by the discord between the defenders of established
order, hereditary nobles and upper middle class, clergy and
office-holders, army officers and court, and especially national
hatreds and rivalry between states.

Everywhere^ the struggle was over the same fundamental ques-
tions of political life: to what organ the sovereign power be-
longed by right, what set of men should exercise it in fact?
This is why party division has seemed the same in all civilized
countries. Excluding the nationalist parties and omitting the*
personal coteries and special groups, there remained four great
parties, constituted everywhere on almost the siame plan and
with the same programs:

1.  The absolutist conservative party, formed by the high offi-
cials and landed aristocracy, desired to maintain absolute gov-
ernment, clerical authority, and censorship of the press; it con-
trolled all the central, eastern, and southern states of Europe.   It
no longer existed in England; the former absolutist party, the
Jacobites, had not survived a century of political liberty,*    It
never existed in the Netherlands or in Sweden and Norway; in
France it was never alone in power.

2.  The liberal conservative or constitutional party, Tory and
Right Centre, composed of the upper middle class and the liberal
office-holders, demanded that the assembly should control the
administration of the government, particularly in financial mat-
ters.   Its ideal was personal government by the sovereign with
a parliament of two houses, one aristocratic, the other elective;
an electoral body limited by a considerable property qualifica-
tion; the parliament to vote the annual budget, but to leave the
Prince free in the choice of his ministers and in the direction of
general policy; no censorship, but a liberty of the press restricted
to the wealthy classes; the nation's rights guaranteed by a con-
stitution.   This party was in power in the constitutional states;
in the absolute monarchies it demanded a constitution, a repre-
sentative assembly, and abolition of censorship.

3.  The parliamentary liberal party, Whig and Left Centre, re-
cruited in the middle class, demanded not only control for the
elected assembly, but its supremacy over the sovereign, the min-

* This is one cause of the peaceful character of England's evolution am
of the small number of parties (improperly called classification into tw
parties).